
Petplan’s essential checklist for

buying a puppy
If you are thinking of buying a puppy but don’t know your Affenpinschers from your
Weimaraners, your head is probably in a spin thinking about the task ahead.

Looking for a new addition to your family is a huge responsibility and there are many
questions that you will need to ask before, during and after the process. But don't panic, 
we have prepared a checklist to help you ask the right questions.

Once you’ve decided on the dog that suits your lifestyle and found a reputable breeder to
provide your new pet - get your pencil ready. Print off this Petplan checklist and start ticking 
off these essential steps to buying your puppy!
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Before going to the breeders
Which breed?
Do plenty of research to make
sure you pick the right breed
for you and your family. 
There are many websites that
show the breeds and their
characteristics. So pick
carefully, and honestly.

Male or female? 
Make sure you do your
research and find out whether
the temperament of a dog
(male) or a bitch (female) is
more suited to you.

Crate provided?
Check with the breeder
beforehand if they provide
crates (pet carriers). 
You must have a crate, as 
the puppy is unlikely to
have travelled before.

Food and basics? 
Make sure you ask the breeder
what type of food your puppy is
currently eating and have the
basics (like a water bowl and
bed) ready for when you bring
the puppy home.
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To take out a policy for your pet, visit petplan.co.uk 
or call free on 0800 072 7000



Born on the premises?
Check whether the puppy was born on the
breeder’s premises or bought in to sell on. 
If it was bought to be sold on, it may have
been bred on a puppy farm.

Seen the mother?
Always ask to see the puppy’s mother as this
will help give you an idea of the temperament
the puppy is likely to have as an adult and the
size it is likely to grow to.

Socialised? 
Check if the puppy has been socialised 
(is used to being around children and other
pets), especially if you are buying an older
puppy. Children and other pets will have to
be introduced to the puppy calmly and
gradually to avoid causing unnecessary
anxiety to the new puppy.

Feeding instructions 
and food?
Ask the breeder for details on what the
puppy is currently being fed, as you would
have to introduce a different diet gradually.

Deposit needed?
If the puppy you have chosen is not yet old
enough to leave its mother, you may have to
pay a deposit to reserve it.

Care instructions?
Ask your breeder for full instructions on
how to care for your puppy and if there are
certain things you must do for the particular
breed (for example, regular grooming).

Pedigree certificate?
If you have decided to buy a pedigree
puppy, make sure you get a signed
certificate.

Inoculation certificate?
Ask if your puppy has been vaccinated and
don’t forget to ask for an inoculation
certificate as proof.

Wormed?
Check if your puppy has been wormed. 

Free insurance?
Ask your breeder to call us on 
0800 072 4466 to arrange your 4 weeks’
free Petplan insurance which provides
instant cover for your new pet. 
(Conditions apply and you will have to pay 
an excess if you make a claim.)

When buying your puppy
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Getting microchipped?
Getting your new puppy microchipped
is an excellent idea.
(The vet will place a microchip just
under the skin of your puppy’s neck.)

House-trained? 
House-training your pet is essential.
There are many sources of information
that will help you teach your puppy
some house rules.

Health check?
Book a vet’s appointment so that you
can see straight away that the puppy 
is healthy. You can also arrange
inoculations if these have not already
been given. If you have any concerns
about your puppy’s health, take it back
to the breeder for a refund.

Insurance policy?
Pop a reminder in your diary to
contact us on 0800 107 7553 to
renew your insurance before the 
4 weeks’ free Petplan insurance ends. 

After buying your puppy
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